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George A. Decker was born in 1869 in York County, Pennsylvania. In 1870, his family 
moved from Pennsylvania to Fairbury. George attended the Fairbury schools. His father 
was a store clerk and bookkeeper. The Decker's lived in a house on Oak Street. 


George A. Decker eventually grew to a height of six-foot, one inch with a weight of 180 
pounds. In 1888, at the age of 19, he started playing minor league baseball. He played 
with various minor league teams for four seasons. 


Adrian Constantine Anson (1852 — 1922), nicknamed "Cap" (for "Captain"), was a Major 
League Baseball first baseman, club manager, and minority owner. He played a record 27 
consecutive seasons. Anson was one of the greatest players of his era and one of the first 
superstars of the game. Anson spent most of his career with the Chicago Cubs franchise 
(then known as the "White Stockings" and later the "Colts"). He led the team to 

six National League pennants in the 1880s. In 1939, Anson was inducted into baseball's 
Hall of Fame. In 1906, the nickname of the Chicago baseball team was changed from the 
Colts to the Cubs. 


In the latter part of the 1892 season, Cap Anson recruited George A. Decker to join his 
Chicago Colts professional baseball team. Cap Anson was the club manager, but he still 
played some innings as their first baseman. George's best position was also as first 
baseman. Often, George would play other positions on the team when Cap Anson wanted 
to play in a game. George played first base, second base, shortstop, third base, and the 
outfield positions. 


In 1892, George A. Decker not only made it to the big league in baseball, but he also 
married Luella May Stafford from Fairbury. They were both 23 years old. 


In April of the 1893 baseball season, George was at-bat in Atlanta with one runner 
already on base. George hit the ball, but it went foul. The runner returned to his previous 
spot at second base but forgot to touch the bag. On the next pitch, George hit the ball 
clear out of the Atlanta baseball park, and Atlanta newspaper reporters recounted it was 
the longest home run ever hit in that park. Unfortunately, the Atlanta team pointed out 
the runner had forgotten to touch second base, and George's massive home run did not 
count. 


In August of 1893, George and Luella's first child, Harry J. Decker, was born. 
Unfortunately, this child became sick for several months and died in June of 1894. 
George and Luella's second child, Lena S. Decker, was born in September of 1894. 


The Chicago Colts played an exhibition game in September of 1895 in George's home 
town of Fairbury. Over 2,000 fans attended this game. There were three Fairbury men on 
the home team. The rest of the players came from neighboring towns. They played seven 
innings with the Chicago Colts winning the game with a 27 to 4 score. 


In September of 1896, George was playing first base and tried to catch a wild throw from 
his pitcher. The baseball broke George's arm and badly sprained his wrist. The splints on 
his bone fracture interfered with his sprained wrist. He was in terrible agony and could 
not sleep unless he was under the influence of opiates. He returned to Fairbury to recover 
from this injury. 


In July of 1897, George Decker's wife died at the age of twenty-eight in Chicago from 
peritonitis. Peritonitis is inflammation of the peritoneum. The peritoneum is a silk-like 
membrane that covers the organs within your abdomen. In this era before antibiotics, this 
disease was deadly. George was devastated because now he had lost both his infant son 
and his young wife. 


George was involved in a very unusual baseball game in August of 1897. Pitcher Danny 
Friend of the Cubs pitched a few innings, then showered and put on his street clothes. 
First base player and team manager Cap Anson was ejected in the eighth inning because 
he argued the game should be called due to darkness. Left fielder George Decker moved 
to first base to replace Cap Anson. Danny Friend, dressed in his street clothes, was named 
to replace Decker in the left field. Danny donned his Cubs hat, slipped on a bathrobe, and 
trotted to left field. The Giants manager, Bill Joyce, argued with the umpire that Danny 
was out of uniform. They argued long enough that the game was called for darkness, 
giving the Cubs a 10-5 win over Atlanta. 


George A. Decker played for the Chicago Colts from 1892 to 1897. After leaving the 
Colts, he played two more years for the St. Louis Browns, Louisville Colonels, and 
Washington Senators. In 1899, after seven years in the big league, George's professional 
baseball career was over. 


In August of 1905, George made the national newspapers. He was sent before a 
California judge to determine if he should be committed to an insane asylum. George 
made some outrageous statements to the judge and courtroom audience. George said the 
Emperor of Japan had hired him as a trainer for Japan's 500,000 baseball teams. George 
said the Emperor was paying him a million billion dollars a year. George offered to buy 
each person in the audience a diamond and a new $3,000 automobile. 


George told the judge that in a baseball game, he became sun struck and fell on his base. 
He recounted that then a runner slid into his base, and hit George in the head with his 
cleats. George told the judge that this accident was the end of his baseball career, but he 
was feeling fine now. The judge sadly shook his head and ruled that George Decker 
would be committed to the Patton Insane Asylum in California. 


George A. Decker died in 1909 at the age of forty in Compton, California. George A. 
Decker was at the peak of his life in 1893 when he was twenty-four years old. At that 
point in his life, George had just made the big league in baseball, had just gotten married, 
and had a new infant son. Little did he know that his life would disintegrate during his 
remaining sixteen years. He lost his infant son, lost his young wife, had a baseball career 


that only lasted seven years, and would spend the last few years of his life in a California 
insane asylum. 


